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The Miworth Community Association hosted a Wildfire Awareness Day on May 26 at the community 

hall. A large gathering of local residents came along for a barbecue and to hear presentations from 

experts on wildfire risk in the Prince George fire region and how people can mitigate that risk. 

The event was organized by the eight-member Miworth Emergency Planning Committee,  chaired by 

Gary Dean, concerned about Miworth’s vulnerability to wildfires, with no local fire service, restricted 

access/egress and homes often surrounded by dense forest. 

Presentations included displays and demonstrations of roof sprinklers, display of an emergency three-

day survival kit and handouts with important links and phone numbers. 

Speakers included Anita deDreu, Fraser Fort-George Regional District Emergency Services Coordinator, 

Fire Chief Bruce Perrin of the Beaverly Fire Station, head of Prince George fire district Wayne Desmond, 

and Scott Reynolds of the BC Wildfire Services. 

Prince George’s Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) identifies private property as the highest 

fire risk around Prince George, and the community’s wildfire resilience is now being linked to FireSmart 

work on private property. 

Wayne Desmond and Scott Reynolds of the BC Wildfire Services provided information about wildfire 

incidence rates in the province, as well as the response and the role of the FireSmart program. (Cont. on Page 2) 

Miworth Wildfire Awareness Day 
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(Cont. from Page 1)  The main message of the event was that indi-

vidual property owners can do a lot to protect their homes.  

Anita deDreu, coordinator of Fraser Fort-George Regional District 

Emergency Services, advised Miworth residents to sign up for emer-

gency notification from the regional district and, perhaps, also sign 

up with the city of PG. 

By signing up for the public 

alerting system you will 

know if there is a fire threat-

ening your area and be noti-

fied of an evacuation alert or 

order.  You can either sign 

up on-line via the regional 

district or, if computers are a 

problem for you, call Anita 

deDreu and she will add you 

into the system manually. 

Most fires on private property are started by a shower of embers. 

When thinking about protecting your home, the advice is to start 

from the top – select fire resistant roofing material (tin, ceramic tile, 

asphalt shingles), and don’t forget to keep roof gutters clean! 

Speakers stressed the importance of paying attention to the closest 

zone to your house. They advised removing all combustible materials 

within 1.5m of the building and decks and replace with non-

combustible material such as gravel, brick or concrete.   

People with a lot of natural forest on their property, especially if the 

forest is close to their house, have a lot of work to meet the recom-

mendations and should have a plan for dealing with all the debris 

created by FireSmart work.  

Debris is potential fuel, so don’t dump it on public land or pile it up 

next to your neighbour’s back yard! Debris three inches and smaller 

can go to Quinn Street or Foothills composting for free. Emergency 

Planning Committee had sign-up sheets for people who are interest-

ed in renting a chipper for larger debris.  

Remove all plant material and all wooden structures such as fences 

and wooden garden edging that comes right to your house. Remove 

welcome mats and brooms that are highly flammable, and consider 

installing roof sprinklers. 

Remove all trees within 

10m of the house. Ce-

dars act a candles and 

are extremely dangerous 

close to houses. Also 

remove juniper shrubs, 

bark mulch and leaf 

litter. 

Bruce Perrin of the Bea-

verly Fire Station ex-

plained the value of roof 

sprinklers and also de-

scribed the extensive 

efforts firefighting ser-

vices use to try to pro-

tect homes from burning 

down (for example, lay-

ing 6mm tarps on wood-

en decks and wrapped around outbuildings). 

Big thunderstorm systems can start hundreds of fires, overwhelming 

firefighting services and limiting the protection provided to private 

property. These type of fires are on the increase with climate change 

and we are warned to expect more events like the storm system in 

July 2017 that caused two fires in Miworth and two at Otway. 

The city of Prince George had a public release of its Community Wild-

fire Preparedness Plan at https://www.princegeorge.ca/City Hall/

Agendas/2019/2019-04-08/documents/

Attch_Wildfire_Community_Wildfire_Protection_Plan_December_20

18_-_FINAL.pdf 

Thanks to the efforts of CWPP and Miworth Emergency Planning 

Committee, local residents can feel better prepared in 2019.  
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Yard and Garden Work 

Lawn Mowing 

Garden Watering 

Pet Care 

Wood Splitting / Stacking 

Snow Shovelling 

 

Jaime Peterson 250-561-2839 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For detailed information on Miworth’s fire 

emergency plan: 

Miworthemergency.weebly.com 

 

Fire risk map of public land around Miworth area. Green = low risk. 

Dark orange = high risk. Blacked out area = private land. 

Forest Fire Risk Around Miworth 

Fires in northcentral BC tend to be large, consuming the existing forest 

and producing a completely new forest every 100 to 150 years. North-

ern forest fires, which are sometimes referred to as ‘conflagrations’, are 

the largest in the province, averaging 300 hectares in size, and can be 

as large as 200,000 hectares. 

Forest fire models from the Prince George Community Wildfire Protec-

tion Plan (CWPP) relevant to Miworth suggest that risks will come from 

the south/southwest.  

Most public land around PG is rated as only moderate risk because of 

the forest fuel reduction work completed around 2008 when a lot of 

the local public forest was logged to remove beetle-killed pine. During 

that logging, forests around Miworth were thinned and pruned to re-

duce fire risk. 

The CWPP points out that privately-owned land is the biggest fire risk, 

with significant high risk from private land south of Miworth, adding 

that “the highest concentration of high risk areas are found directly 

north and west of the city centre of Prince George as well as the area 

southwest of Nadsilnich (West) Lake”.  

Opportunities to create larger landscape-level fuel breaks have been 

identified by CWPP in locations with high and extreme wildfire risk. Un-

fortunately for Miworth, the large landscape-level fuel break is desig-

nated for north east of Miworth across the Nechako River from the Ot-

way Ski area at the edge of North Nechako neighbourhood.  



 
Come Play With Us!  

Ongoing registration in home guitar and piano lessons. Classes 
held weekly. Various times and dates available. 

 Register Today!  

250-640-2612 

The MCA has recently applied for and received 

two special grants. Both will be used to make 

improvements to the outdoor rink. 

The first grant comes from the Fraser-Fort 

George Endowment Fund which is adminis-

tered by the Prince George Community Foun-

dation. It is for  $2,285 to put up safety 

netting at the ends of the rink. 

The second grant comes from Lakeland 

Mills for $2,000. The executive of the MCA 

has voted to use this grant to improve the 

surface of the rink and make it easier to flood.  

We plan to build up the edges of the asphalt 

where it has slumped and to seal the cracks. 

Long-term, we need to resurface the rink, but 

that will take some tens of thousands of dol-

lars. 

The rink improvements cannot be completed 

without volunteer labour. 

Rich Elson has agreed to be the volunteer 

leader to see these improvements are done 

this summer.  

The community needs to thank the Fellowship 

of the Rink, a group of modest fellows includ-

ing Paul Lefebvre, Chelton Vangeloven, and 

Rich who dedicate many hours to making ice 

and clearing the rink for our use. They go to 

battle with Mother Nature and old equipment 

for our skating pleasure. Thank you also to 

others not known or named here who also 

help. 

If you are able to help Rich with any of the 

work this summer, please email him 

at richard_elson@telus.net. 

Grants and  
Improvements 



 
 

Here's a roundup of what people in 
Miworth have been chatting about 
on the MCA Facebook page in    
recent weeks. 
 

 
 
Join the discussion online, or follow up 
any issues with MCA representatives.  
 



MCA Bursary 
The Miworth Community Association 

offers a $500 bursary to a graduating 

Grade 12 student who is going on to 

post-secondary education.  

This year’s recipient is Malena Pillip-

ow. Malena has fulfilled the qualifica-

tions for the award admirably. She and 

her family are long-time residents of 

Miworth and have been active partici-

pants in the community all that time.  

Malena’s mom, Rennae, was on the 

executive of the Association for over 12 

years as secretary and social director. 

Malena has been involved as a helper 

for the Halloween hayrides, as an elf at 

the Christmas brunch, as a leader for 

children’s crafts and activities, and a 

decorator at the hall for special events.  

In the wider community, Malena has 

been a volunteer in the Cougars learn-

to-skate program and a leader for ele-

mentary school students in the Aborigi-

nal Education rediscovery program 

camps. She has also worked as a moun-

tain biking coach at the Caledonia Nor-

dic Club trails.  

Malena has been playing rep hockey for 

many years, and she has a successful 

academic record. Congratulations, 

Malena, and best wishes for a  success-

ful future. 

 

IN BRIEF 
 

SNOW CLEARING FOR 2019-20 
The MCA is looking for someone, preferably a Miworth local, with suitable equip-

ment and availability for clearing snow at the hall and rink parking lots this com-

ing winter. Please contact Sandy Long at  longwood@telus.net  to discuss details. 

Miworth resident, Dave Burns, has been clearing snow from the parking lots at 

the community hall and the rink for many years. He has decided to retire from 

this work.  Thank you, Dave, for your reliable service. 

MEMBERSHIP 
As of May 2019, MCA had a paid-up membership of 116 households, a slight de-

crease. Membership is $25 a year per family. Some members have trouble using 

the online PayPal system. Other payment methods are available. Please contact 

Steve Boon, Membership Director,  for information and assistance. Email 

miworthcommunityassociation@gmail.com  

SPRING BRUNCH 
The April 13th Spring Brunch was filled with 

wonderful people and a delicious brunch. Kids 

made an Easter bunny treat holder and also took 

home a chocolate nest cookie filled with choco-

late eggs. We had 46 adults, 11 kids and two kids 

under four. 

MIWORTH VOICE   
The next Miworth Voice will publish in September 2019. Send stories, announce-

ments and advertising to nigela@lightspeed.ca by August 1st. 

 
Half Moon Soap is a small 

family business based in 

Miworth. Visit our web site at 

www.halfmoonsoap.ca or call 

250-561-2839 


